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This volume will make an invaluable addition to the libraries of those interested in the varied aspects of the inflammatory response and is highly recommended. It is interesting to note how the inclusion of an index has improved this edition when compared to the previous proceedings of this series of meetings. W In the second section of the book there are valuable papers on the aetiology of cancer, with two particularly interesting contributions from Chinese scientists on the role of'local carcinogens in the development of oesophageal and nasopharyngeal cancer. A determined screening programme in the Kwantung province has resulted in a dramatic decrease in the proportion of advanced nasopharyngeal cancers treated.
The last section on therapy indicates the massive programme of testing potential antineoplastic agents in progress in China, often involving the analysis of ancient Chinese folk remedies with surprising results.
This book provides a fascinating introduction to Chinese cancer research and much credit must go the the USA for its initiative in organizing the joint meeting. The volume is highly recommended. .
IAN BURN

Consultant Surgeon Charing Cross Hospital, London
Fail-Safe Human Research Protocols J CRyan pp 121 New York: Robert E Krieger 1981 This book consists of four sections. The two largest parts are a questionnaire supposedly addressed to an individual writing a clinical trial protocol, and a series of notes on some aspects of the design of a clinical trial partly derived from the literature and partly from Dr Ryan's own experience. The questionnaire might perhaps be a useful check list for anyone designing a trial protocol, whether a doctor in a pharmaceutical company or a clinician, and would have been more usefully presented in that way without the complications imposed by the questionnaire format. Similarly, the abstracts and quotations would have been more adequately dealt with in a, formal critical review of the literature. The other two parts -styled inaptly 'Prologue' and 'Epilogue' -appear to serve no useful purpose.
Throughout the book, the style is inelegant. Anyone lured by the title into thinking that here is some magic way of ensuring that failure in a human study protocol can be made safe will be disappointed. It is axiomatic that research on human beings can never be 'fail safe' and, despite its title, this book does not pretend otherwise.
Every effort should be made to prevent failure, and to anticipate how it might arise and what harm might result from it.
G E PAGET
Director, Biomedical Program Monsanto Company, St Louis, USA
Operative Strategy in General Surgery, vol 1. J L Chassin pp 558 US$83.50 Berlin: Springer 1980 This splendid book, by the eminent Dr Jameson L Chassin, Professor of Clinical Surgery to the New York University School of Medicine and Director to the Booth Medical Centre, specificallydescribes the conceptual basis of the more common operations of the gastrointestinal tract and the operative strategy that analyses the danger points and the errors that surgeons are prone to make. The details of the operative techniques of each operation are then excellently described step by step, and ably illustrated with 528 pictures by the talented artist 'Mr Caspar Henselmann.
This work consists of 42 chapters, four appendices which deal with some mechanical basics of operative technique, dissecting and sewing, control of bleeding, and a glossary which has many illustrations of instruments and staplers. In the Introduction there are two chapters of exceptional interest -concept and strategy in surgery, and surgical stapling: principles and precautions. The operations upon the oesophagus, stomach, small intestine and colon and rectum are then accurately described in considerable detail and illustrated. A unique feature of this atlas is the description of stapled gastrointestinal operations: indications, contraindications, precautions, methods of avoiding accidents, complications, selected techniques and results. Special reference is given to the great pioneer work of Ravitch and Steichen on the use of staples, and to Goligher's excellent book, 'Surgery of the Anus, Rectum and Colon'.
The only criticism I have is that there are no descriptions of Heller's oesophagocardiomyotomy, excision of complicated gastric and duodenal diverticula, and operations for megaduodenum, Mechel's diverticulum, Hirschspring's disease and of fistula-in-ano.
Dr. Chassin and the publishers are to be congratulated on the production of this magnificent atlas, which will prove to be of great value; to fourth-year students, resident surgical officersand clinical surgeons, both in training and in surgical practice. It should be readily available to all medical residents and have a place in the library of every clinical surgeon. An opening section on microscopical anatomy is followed by chapters on congenital malformations, cystic disease and infection. The remainder of the book deals with vascular, tubular and glomerular disorders. Only main references are given.
RODNEY MAINGOT
Honorary Consultant Surgeon Royal Free Hospital. London
Atlas of Renal Pathology
The layout is unusual in that most sections consist of four pages, the outer two of which contain the text and the inner two the illustrations. While this may be of advantage to the publisher it is of considerable inconvenience to the reader, who is constantly having to tum the page.
Though concise, the text is easily read and much of it is surprisingly detailed for a book of this size. Many of the chapters reflect the major interests of the authors and the contributions they have made to renal pathology.
The illustrations include gross specimens, photo and electron micrographs of which the two former are mostly in colour and vary considerably in standard. Some are superb and the use of 1 um plastic-embedded sections for light microscopy is beautifully demonstrated.
Others are disappointing and the colour variation of haematoxylin and eosin photomicrographs is distracting and could confuse the uninitiated.
The book is more of a concise illustrated textbook than an atlas but, as such, is of value to the pathologist and nephrologist in training and a useful source of readily available information to the practising histopathologist. K This is a report on an excellent symposium on aspirin and its relation to asthma, gastrointestinal bleeding and food allergies but more important, its place in the prevention of myocardial infarction and intravascular clotting. The report contains to papers given by an international group of speakers, with each paper followed by a discussion. Several projects described in the papers are worth reading because they give examples of high quality research discipline.
Although the value of aspirin in the prevention of coronary infarction shows some benefit, the evidence is not conclusive in all the studies described, but the report opens up many new avenues of thought in this field.
It was found in some studies that aspirin was
